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Encouraging Renewals 


“Mrs. S. and I are very glad to renew our 
membership in the Foreign Policy Association. 
In our judgment you are doing a very notable 
and constructive piece of work in shaping 
national opinion at a time when it is of the 
greatest importance both to this country and 
to the world to have clear thinking.” 


April 23, 1925. W. F. S. 
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THE PRESIDENT AND BORAH AGREE? 





UMORS are current in Washington 

that President Coolidge and Senator 
Borah have reached an agreement on a 
basis of adherence to the Permanent Court 
of International Justice which will assure 
prompt action by the Senate after the con- 
vening of Congress next December. The 
most categorical statement of this report 
is contained in a despatch from Charles 
Michelson to the New York World, May 
29. This despatch may be summarized as 
follows: 

President Coolidge is understood to be 
about ready to accept the most vital of 
Senator Borah’s ideas. The Senator is be- 
lieved to be willing to make concessions. 
His chief insistence is that the Court be 
deprived of its power to give advisory 
opinions to the League Council. He does not 
consider that the reservations proposed by 
President Coolidge to the effect that the 
United States would not be bound by such 
advisory opinions is sufficient. 

It is not impossible that the more important 
nations in the League are already being 
sounded as to the likelihood of their con- 
senting to the proposed Borah amendment 
to the Statute of the Court. If it appears 
that such reservations will be acceptable 
there is reason to believe that the President 
and Secretary of State will agree that the 
reservations be a part of the Senate’s res- 
olution of adherence. The change con- 
templated, some experts argue, could be 
effected by an exchange of notes among the 
states signatory to the Court Protocol, with- 
out any reference to the League. 

It is believed that England certainly, and 
Japan and France probably, will be willing 
to do away with the advisory opinions. 

The concessions attributed to Borah in 
this suggested compromise are the with- 
drawal of two of his demands: (1) That 
the codification of international law be 
made a condition precedent to our Govern- 
ment’s membership in the Court; (2) That 
the United States in the election of Feo 
should have as many votes as Great Britain 
and the Dominions. 

The impending accord is credited largely 
to the intimacy of Secretary Kellogg and 
Senator Borah. 


This Michelson report is given above 
for whatever it may be worth. If true, it 
raises grave questions of policy for all of 
those organizations who have been fight- 
ing for the United States’ adherence to 
the Court on the basis proposed by Secre- 
tary Hughes and Presidents Harding and 
Coolidge—a basis which both political par- 
ties are formally pledged to support. Once 
the Administration diverges sharply from 
this agreed upon program, it endangers, 
despite Borah’s support, the possibility of 
the United States’ adherence to the Court 


at all. JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


Painlevé’s Olive Branch 

GOOD omen is the tone of the ad- 

dress delivered by Premier Painlevé 
at Strassburg on June 1, so different from 
the harsh pronunciamentos of Poincaré. 
The following extracts from the address 
illustrate the new Premier’s effort to con- 
ciliate German opinion; 

France knows also there never will be 
fruitful action without optimism; she knows 
there is something as dangerous as blind 
confidence and that is blind mistrust, which, 
seeing plots and dangers everywhere, lets 
pass propitious occasions and shuts itself 
up in obstinate negations.... Why should 
this land (Alsace) which separates France 
and Germany be destined for all time to be 
a source of menace and grief? ... No, 
gentlemen, the day will dawn, perhaps sooner 
than we think, when from the bitter disillu- 
sions of this post-war time will emerge the 
real lessons of the war, when peoples will 
throw down the barriers of egotism and hate 
which still separate them and will each de- 
velop its own genius, not for mutual de- 
struction but for common action in the 
struggle of mankind against nature and 
against plagues which inflict humanity, 
irrespective of race and country. 


Caillaux’s Financial Proposals 
AILLAUX’S program for meeting 
France’s difficult financial situation 

has not yet been disclosed in detail. How- 
ever, there are good reasons for believing 
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that it will contain among others the fol- 
lowing measures, in something like the 
order given: 


(1) Frank admission that the budget at 
present is unbalanced by about 4,000,000,- 
000 francs. A thorough-going effort to re- 
duce this deficit during this year, not s0 
much through new taxes as through the in- 
crease of the rate of certain present taxes, 
particularly on the agricultural interests, 
and through the reorganization of the Tax 
Department. 

(2) Meeting the extremely difficult task 
of renewing and gradually reducing the ap- 
proximately 7,500,000,000 francs of short- 
term obligations which fal] due each month. 

(3) The devaluation of the franc at some 
agreed upon minimum guaranteed gold 
value, possibly five cents. This step would 
seem sooner or later to be inevitable. 

(4) A refunding of the debt to the 
United States and to Great Britain on a 
basis which will not require during the next 
few years, a larger annual payment than the 
$60,000,000, which might possibly be saved 
for this purpose. 


What Next About Opium? 


_ is the attitude of the Govern- 
ment in regard to further interna- 
ional control of the traffic in opium? No 
ndication of our policy has been forth- 
coming since the withdrawal of the Amer- 
ican delegation from the recent Opium 
Conference precluded the possibility of co- 
operation through the permanent machin- 
ery set up by the Conference. 

According to a despatch to the New 
York Times (May 30), the League antici- 
pates continued American cooperation 
with the Advisory Committee on Opium, 
which functions independently of the new 
Conventions, and in whose discussions the 
United States has participated since 1923. 
Assuming that there is no reason for 
iny change in the United States’ rela- 
jionship with the Committee, the League 
will merely notify the State Department 
of the August meeting, advising them of 
the agenda, but not issuing a formal in- 
vitation. 

In view of the important measures to 
come up for discussion, it is to be hoped 
that the State Department will not permit 
this contact to lapse. 


Trotsky’s New Position 
ROTSKY was appointed May 27 a 
member of the Presidium of the 

3upreme Economic Council and Chairman 
of the Concessions Committee. These posi- 
tions are administrative and not political, 
hence he will not be immediately active in 
party politics. The Supreme Economic 
Council, under the general direction of 
Dzerjinsky, is entrusted with the manage- 
ment of the nationalized industries in- 
cluding the mines and commercial naviga- 
tion. Trotsky will have direct charge of 
the Electro-technical Division, which, as a 
part of its work, is to carry out Lenin’s 
program for the electrification of the coun- 
try. As Chairman of the Concessions 
Committee Trotsky will be brought di- 
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rectly in touch with foreign capital seek. 
ing investments in Russia. 








Is there growing friction between Soviet 
Russia and China? Chang-Tso-lin, war 
lord of Manchuria, who was a signatory 
to the agreement placing the Chinese 
Eastern Railway under Russian-Chinese 
joint management, has refused to dismiss 
several hundred Russian Whites. The 
order for the dismissal came from the So- 
viet President of the Joint Board of the 
railway. Russia, according to a special 
despatch to the New York Times of May 
31, is resolved to enforce the dismissal. To 
further complicate matters, Chang-Tso- 
lin, who is said to be closely in touch with 
Japanese influences, now proposes to build 
a special railway between Taonan and 
Zizikar “giving Japan control over South 
Manchuria despite Ambassador Kara- 
khan’s protests to the Chinese Govern- 
ment against this plan.” 

The French Birth-Rate 

HERE is a widespread and false im- 

pression that fewer babies are born 

in France each year than in other Euro- 
pean countries and that, therefore, France 
will inevitably fall to the rank of a second- 
class power. According to statistics re- 
cently published in the Journal Officiel, the 
French birth-rate is the only one in Eu- 
rope that tends to increase. The following 
brief analysis of the national figures is 
taken from the Manchester Guardian 
Weekly of May 22: 

The French birth-rate has risen since 
1915 from 191 to 194 per 10,000 inhabit- 
ants, the German birth-rate is scarcely 
higher at 209, the British roughly the same 
oo and the Norwegian much lower at 

But this normal birth-rate is more than 
counterbalanced by an abnormal death-rate, 
particularly in infancy. For this, bad hy- 
giene and dirty conditions of life are mainly 
responsible. ith a death-rate of 170 per 
10,000 France stands second only to Spain 
in the sinister table published by the French 
Government. The consequence of this ex- 
cessive death-rate, as M. Bertrand Nogaro 
points out in the Journal, is that although 
France produces proportionately as many 
babies as Germany and England, these coun- 
tries have an annual increment of popula- 
tion of 70 to 80 per 10,000, whereas the 
French population is approximately sta- 
tionary. 





Representative Hamilton Fish, Jr., of 
New York, has reduced to absurdity the 
attacks on Americans abroad, who were 
reported to have criticized the Adminis- 
tration’s debt policy, by his suggestion 
that these alleged critics be jailed under 
the terms of the more than century-old 
Logan Act. Admirers of President Wil- 
son have not missed the opportunity to 
drive home the point that during the Paris 
Peace Conference even the most bitter 
critics of the Administration’s program 
were lauded in many quarters as high- 
minded patriots. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. <@Biew 
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